








AMONG FRIENDS

Fall 2008 
events
 

1 Chancellors Club members sang the 
alma mater at their evening gala on 

Oct. 24 at the Kansas Union Ballroom. 
The group continued their 31st annual 
celebration at an Oct. 25 brunch before 
the Homecoming game against Texas 
Tech. See more photos from these 
events at kuendowment.org/gala/.

2 Chancellors Club Scholar Michael Rudd 
(second from right), a freshman in civil 

engineering, hosted his family — parents 
Daina and Dave Rudd and brother 
Tommy — at the Chancellors Club brunch. 

3 A sold-out crowd of more than 
3,000 gathered Sept. 5 for Treads 

& Threads at the Kansas Speedway in 
Kansas City, Kan. The black-tie benefit, 
held annually since 2001, raises funds for 
cancer care at The University of Kansas 
Hospital. This year’s gala raised a net 
$754,500 for the hospital’s radiation 
oncology unit. Gathered for a photo, 
from left, are: Clark Hunt (chairman of 
the board, Kansas City Chiefs) and his 
wife, Tavia, honorary event co-chairs; 
Bob Page, president and CEO of  
KU Hospital; and Deanna and Greg 
Graves (president and CEO, Burns  
and McDonnell), event co-chairs.  
Find more information and photos at  
www.treadsandthreads.org. 

4   Eileen Montgomery and 150 other 
mallet-wielding guests took part 

in the Croquet for Curing Cancer 
tournament on Aug. 23. Montgomery’s 
grandson-in-law, Judd Annis, Merriam, 
Kan., started the fundraiser in his 
backyard in 2001. This year’s event raised 
$5,100 for cancer research at the KU 
Medical Center.

5 More than 700 Wichita-area alumni 
and friends gathered Nov. 8 at 

Murfin Stables in Wichita for the 2008 
Jayhawk Roundup. The silent auction 
and barbeque raised scholarship funds 
for Wichita-area KU students, including 
undergraduates in Lawrence and one 
third-year medical student at the KU 
School of Medicine-Wichita. 
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GREATER KU FUND

The Watkins-Berger Scholarship 
keeps their memory alive.

In 1952, KU sought to correct 
an imbalance. The Summerfield 
Scholarship, created in 1929 as KU’s 
first merit scholarship, drew standout 
graduates of Kansas high schools 
to Lawrence — but only if they were 
male. Solon Summerfield, the donor, 
an 1899 alumnus, had described the 
scholarship as one that would help 
“deserving boys to go through the full 
four year course at the University.”  

Times had changed by the fifties, 
and KU needed an equivalent 
scholarship for women. The source was 
the Watkins Fund, KU Endowment’s 
largest single fund at the time, 
created in 1939 from the bequest of 
Elizabeth Miller Watkins of Lawrence. 
She had placed no specifications 
on her huge bequest — 25,000 acres 
of income-providing land. All was 
to be used as KU leaders saw fit. 

Creating the Watkins Scholarship for 
young women seemed fitting. Watkins 
herself had dreamed of attending KU 
but had to go to work at 15 after her 
father died. At the J.B. Watkins Land 
and Mortgage Company, she rose to an 
executive position. At 50, she married 
the founder. She built Watkins (1926) 
and Miller (1931) scholarship halls 
next to her own Mount Oread house, 
now the KU chancellor’s residence. 
There, she watched students walk 
to and from class. “My sympathy,” 
she said, “has always been with the 
girls who must travel uphill.” 

One of those students was Emily 
Berger of Halstead, Kan., who earned 
a chemistry degree in 1914, then 
taught at KU while working toward a 
master’s. In April 1920, about to finish, 
she died suddenly of an infection 
when her appendix ruptured.

Her younger brother, Arthur Berger, 
followed her to KU. In 1943, he still 

remembered her with such affection 
that he started a new fund in her 
memory at KU Endowment. For the 
next 20 years, he and his wife, Marie 
Harbeck Berger, made additional gifts. 
The Bergers were landscape architects, 
and Arthur Berger developed the 
concept for KU’s Memorial Drive.

The Watkins Scholarship eventually 
became today’s Watkins-Berger 
Scholarship, which helps support about 
50 students each year. Funding comes 
from the Watkins and Berger funds, as 
well as the Greater KU Fund. 
	 — Kirsten Bosnak

Watkins-Berger Scholar Megan Fowler, a junior in chemistry from Fredonia, Kan., 
participates in the UKanTeach program, aimed at graduating more math and 
science teachers from KU. She plans to go to graduate school, then teach high 
school in a low-income neighborhood.

A tale of two women
Watkins-Berger Scholars 

Qualifications
• Graduation from a Kansas high school

• 3.5 cumulative high school GPA

• Record of community service and
leadership

• ACT score of 31 or SAT score of
1360 in math and critical reading

Support
• $4,500 per year for four years

Funding sources
• Elizabeth M. Watkins Fund

• Emily V. Berger Scholarship Fund

• Greater KU Fund

26 | KU GIVING  |  WINTER 2009

	 GREATER KU FUND
	 Through your gift of $1,000 
or more to the Greater KU Fund, you 
will be recognized as a member of 
the Chancellors Club. Give online at 
kuendowment.org/greaterku/.
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KU VOICES

During the run-up to November’s 
historic election, the staff at KU’s Dole 
Institute of Politics made the most of 
their opportunity to engage a record 
number of students through a barrage of 
campaign-related programs. It worked. 

Tyler Holmes may not be your 
typical KU freshman. During 
his first semester, he turned up 

at the Dole Institute for every evening 
program, pizza-and-politics party and 
study group meeting — Democratic 
and Republican. Our staff is committed 
to maximizing student interest in 
politics, but it got to the point where I 
started to worry about Tyler’s school 
work and social life. Turns out, he 
was himself a candidate for state 
representative in Kansas’ 28th district! 

Now that’s civic engagement. But 
Tyler had plenty of company. We offered 
more than 30 different campaign-
related programs that drew hundreds of 
new students and community members 
to our iconic building on west campus. 

The semester began with an outdoor 
picnic and live music, followed by a 
get-acquainted program with this 
semester’s Dole Fellows. Afterward, 
the students (Tyler included) didn’t 
want to leave. We knew then that 
we had two special fellows.

Every semester, with support 
from KU Endowment, we bring two 
Dole Fellows, political experts, to 
Lawrence for an extended stay. In 
choosing the fellows, we look for 
hands-on experience, enthusiasm for 
public service and the potential to 
invigorate student interest in politics. 
Each fellow leads a public, eight-week, 
not-for-credit study group based 
on a topic of his or her expertise. 

Both fellows invite guests to the 
study groups, most from Washington, 
including pollsters, fundraisers, 

ST
EVE

 PU
PPE

st
ev

e pu
ppe

D
IANE


 

GU


T
H

RIE


members of the media, even political 
lawyers. (Sometimes I think Midwest 
Airlines should give us a kickback!) 
Often we’re able to use the study 
group guests — who, this fall, have 
included legendary columnist Jack 
Germond, Republican pollster Whit 
Ayres and former “Crossfire” host Bill 
Press — for evening programs, as well.

We do our best to keep things 
balanced and bipartisan at the Dole 
Institute, so our 2008 fellows were 
Ray Strother, a Democratic political 
consultant who has produced some of 
the most important political ads of the 
past 30 years, and top GOP strategist 
Joe Gaylord, who was the mastermind 
behind the Republican takeover of 
the House of Representatives in 1994. 
Their topics focused on political 
communication and developing 
successful campaign strategies.

Donors, including our thriving 
Friends of the Dole Institute, help 
us carry out our mission to inform, 

’Hawks flock to election programs

educate and inspire the next generation 
of public servants — like Tyler. He 
lost his bid for the Kansas House to 
the popular incumbent, but he took a 
quarter of the votes — quite impressive 
for his first campaign. I’m pretty sure 
he’s in this for the long haul. We’re 
proud to be a resource for Tyler, KU 
and people everywhere who want to 
be more involved in the politics of 
our community, state and nation.

Jonathan Earle 
Associate Director for Programming 
Dole Institute of Politics
KU Associate Professor of History

PAST AND PRESENT

It was the first gift of its kind at KU, 
from a man who had hoped to graduate 
50 years before. He never finished 
his degree, but he wanted to celebrate 
his golden anniversary anyway.

In June 1958, Chancellor Franklin 
Murphy announced that Roy 
Roberts, a driving force as president 
of the Kansas City Star, had given 
$200,000 to KU Endowment. The 
purpose: KU’s first endowed fund 
for distinguished professorships.

Roberts, born in Muscotah, Kan., had 
come to Mount Oread with the class of 1908. 
His father died during Roberts’ senior year, 
and he dropped out one semester short  
of graduation to support his family. 

Known for his cigar, his rotund figure 
(which he thought made him more 
photogenic) and his unflagging energy for 
news reporting, Roberts guided the Star 
to five Pulitzer Prizes over 56 years.

In a letter outlining his ideas about 
the professorships, Roberts told Murphy 
that recipients could come from any 
academic field and that it was entirely 
up to KU to choose them. “I do not even 
want to be consulted about it,” he wrote.  

Today, three faculty members hold 
the Roy A. Roberts Distinguished 
Professorship: Susan Kemper, psychology; 
Thomas Taylor, ecology and evolutionary 
biology; and Daryle Busch, chemistry.

	 — Kirsten Bosnak

Big man, big idea
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	 SUPPORT THE 			 
	 DOLE INSTITUTE
Contact Shawn McDaniel at 785-832-7454 or 
smcdaniel@kuendowment.org, or give online 
at kuendowment.org/dole/. Learn more 
about the institute at www.doleinstitute.org.

Susan Kemper’s “Language Across the Lifespan 
Project” addresses ways that aging affects the 
processing of spoken and written language. 
She is among more than 100 KU faculty 
members who hold endowed professorships 
funded by donors through KU Endowment. 

Roberts in the 1950s

Jonathan Earle
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For more details, visit kuendowment.org/bequests/ 
Or contact Jack Schwartz at 800-444-4201, or jschwartz@kuendowment.org

A bequest to KU Endowment is a powerful expression of your faith in the 
future of the university. Bequests can benefit any academic or program area, 
while you retain the flexibility to update your plans as circumstances change.

Please remember KU Endowment in your will or trust.
To include KU Endowment in your estate plans, the recommended legal language is: 

“For the benefit of The Kansas University Endowment Association.”

Be the difference for KU

http://www.kuendowment.org/
http://kuendowment.org/bequests/



