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In a seminar room, graduate 
students in the Department of 
Spanish and Portuguese critique 
Mexican novels that respond to 

and comment on NAFTA. Down the 
hallway, a dissertation student meets 
with her adviser to hone her analysis 
of Central American poetry written 
by women in the 1930s — a crucial 
decade for political and cultural 
development in that region.

A master’s student gets feedback 
on a paper about a play from the 
Spanish canon. Elsewhere, graduate 
teaching assistants, working under 
the direction of faculty mentors and 
specialists in language acquisition, 
prepare to teach their own students in 
basic language classes.

All these different activities on 
the part of our graduate students 
speak to a common goal: to become 
active, engaged scholars, researchers 
and teachers.

So our students may achieve their 
dreams, our faculty strive to engage 
them in the pressing questions of 
our fields. We help them find their 
own, original contributions to those 
fields and to enable them to acquire 
the skills they need to be successful 
teachers in their own right.

As our country becomes 
increasingly diverse in population 
and international in focus, there is a 
pressing need for universities to help 
students become educated, thoughtful 
citizens. KU’s Department of Spanish 
and Portuguese works to meet this 
goal by offering undergraduate and 
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graduate courses that challenge 
students’ assumptions about literature 
and its role in making sense of the self 
and its relation to the world. 

Reading about and studying 
the plethora of cultures of the 
Hispanic world causes our students 
to become better informed and, 
more importantly, to think critically 
about issues at hand. Our graduate 
students are part of this process in 
several crucial ways: not only are 
they engaged in learning, they also 
are already teachers helping their 
own students work through these 
questions. We want them to continue 
this vital work after they leave 
KU. Our department is nationally 
recognized for its excellence in 
mentoring graduate students and 
preparing them for success in the 
academic profession.

Through endowed scholarship 
funds, the Department of Spanish 

Grad students tackle the big questions

and Portuguese is able to attract gifted 
graduate students to our program. With 
your help, we can do even more to recruit 
the best and brightest from around the 
country and the world as we carry out our 
mission of preparing globally aware and 
informed citizens and future educators.

Lee Skinner
Associate Professor
Dept. of Spanish and Portuguese

SUPPORT GRADUATE STUDENTS

Lee Skinner is one of 20 KU faculty honored 
in 2007 with W.T. Kemper Fellowships for 
Teaching Excellence, funded through the 
Kemper Foundation and KU Endowment. To 
create a scholarship for graduate students in 
Spanish and Portuguese, or any area of the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, contact 
Kathleen Brady, 785-832-7357. To make a 
gift for graduate scholarships in any area at 
KU, visit kuendowment.org.
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Danforth 
Chapel reborn

For 61 years, Danforth has provided 
a refuge from the stresses of college 
life and served as the site for more 
than 5,000 weddings. Designed by one 
of KU’s first architectural engineering 
graduates, Edward Tanner, ’16, it was 
built with stones from a limestone fence 
near Kanwaka in rural Douglas County. 
German prisoners of war, living in a 
prison camp in Lawrence, helped build 
the chapel.

The March 2006 microburst 
storm, which destroyed the chapel’s 

roof, heightened awareness of the 
toll of age and use. Through gifts 
from Linda and John T. Stewart III, 
along with other alumni and friends, 
Danforth’s renovation and expansion 
was completed in September. Funding 
needs for some projects remain, 
including organ repair and maintenance 
endowments to keep the chapel 
looking its best for future generations.

To make a gift, please contact Burke 
Beeler at KU Endowment, 785-832-7443. 
Couples married in Danforth may wish to 
contribute in honor of their anniversary. To 
see photos of the restoration in progress, 
as well as interior and exterior views of 
the chapel, or to contribute online, visit 
kuendowment.org/danforth/.

Guests at the 1946 dedication 
gathered at Danforth’s main 
entrance on the west. Above, a 
view of the south side shows the 
new addition to the right.




