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BE THE DIFFERENCE

Support KU as you honor 
someone special

Finding the right gift can do more 
than delight the recipient — it also 
can be a way to support your passion. 
By making a gift to KU Endowment 
in honor of a family member, friend 
or mentor, you can help a student or 
support research now. You can even 
benefit KU for generations to come.

Joyce Dryden Damron knows. 
When she reached the age of 70½, 
she was required to begin taking 
minimum IRA distributions. Using 
funds from an IRA, she created an 
endowed scholarship fund in honor of 
her daughter, Julie Damron-Dittmer, 
theater and film ’88. 

“I created a similar scholarship 
at the university where I obtained my 
degrees,” said Damron, of Mesa, Ariz. 
“It seemed appropriate to do the same 
for my daughter. We both benefited 
from scholarships as college students.”

Gifts honoring friends and loved 
ones can help any area at KU. To make 
your gift more festive, KU Endowment 
provides free cards illustrated with 
historic Jayhawks. We can send a card 
directly to the honoree, or send it to you 
for personal delivery. 

You can make a gift of any size 
to KU Endowment to celebrate a 
birthday, anniversary, graduation or 
other occasion. You can direct your gift 
to the area of your (or your honoree’s) 
choice, and you can give by phone or 
mail, online or in person. 

KU donor Carol Wall, of St. 
Louis, has made dozens of gifts, 
large and small, to establish and 
grow an endowed scholarship fund 
in memory of her husband, Mitch 
Wall, architecture ’71. In 2005, she 
established the Mitch Wall Class of 
1971 Scholarship. Her contributions, 

Three great teachers
In fall 2007, KU honored three stellar faculty members as Chancellors Club 
Teaching Professors, bringing the total number holding the professorship to 12. 
The professorship carries a $5,000 annual stipend. We asked the new teaching 
professors to give readers a window onto their academic fields.

Helen Alexander
Plant population biology
Years at KU: 20

What is plant population biology?
“Most people think of plants as ‘green 
stuff’ that is everywhere: lawns, trees, 
fields, crops. But any plant species also 
exists as a population, a collection of 
unique individuals of different ages. 
When studying human populations, 
questions of age, ethnic background and 
genetic predisposition to disease come 
to mind. I explore the same kinds of 
questions but focus on plants. Plants are 
the source of food and fiber for us, as well 
as the food for other organisms. They 
also provide habitats for animals.

“I am particularly interested in 
native plants, including the endangered 
prairie species Mead’s milkweed, 
because they existed in Kansas long 
before we had cities and towns. We hope 
our knowledge of Mead’s milkweed 
will help us better understand how to 
maintain populations of plants that 
are vulnerable to extinction because of 
the decreased amount of land in native 
vegetation.”

Amy Devitt
Composition and rhetoric,
  and English language studies
Years at KU: 23

How do you teach someone to be a 
good writer? Can this be taught?
“The definition of ‘good writing’ varies 
from one field to the next, one writing 
situation to the next. What counts as 
good writing in a lab report differs 
from good writing in a literary analysis. 
This ties directly to my research 
in genre theory and how genres of 
everyday writing influence the ways 
people write. Part of what I try to do 
is help writers see that good writing is 
a variety of qualities and that they can 
learn to understand the situation that 
creates those differences.

“I love helping students clarify 
their thinking, either by explaining 
something they had trouble under-
standing or by asking questions that 
help them discover their own answers. 
Conscious awareness is a big part of 
what education is about — just as true 
in writing as in other fields.”

Alice Lieberman
Social welfare
Years at KU: 20

Do you think it takes a certain kind 
of person to go into social welfare?
“Yes, I do. Many of the students in 
my classes have had to sacrifice a lot to 
be in that seat. They often come from 
families where no one has graduated 
from college. Or they have taken out 
huge loans. Yet, they move forward 
with hope and optimism. It’s these 
students who are so excited about social 
work as an engine for big changes in the 
lives of people and communities.”

Describe your current research. 
“My work is part of the federal Healthy 
Marriage Initiative. Currently, my 
research looks at two models of family 
training and education for parents who 
have adopted children in the last eighteen 
months. We’ve just run workshops on 
one model and are now doing the other. 
The funds for the workshops provide 
a getaway weekend for couples. These 
parents are doing great things.”

GREATER KU FUND
The Chancellors Club Teaching 
Professorships are supported 

by the Greater KU Fund. Through 
your annual gift of $1,000 or more to 
the fund, you will be recognized as 
a member of the Chancellors Club. 
Give online at kuendowment.org/
greaterku/.

which range from $25 to thousands of 
dollars, include gifts made in honor 
of family and friends for memorials, 
birthday presents and even one for a 
friend’s “speedy recovery.” 

Wall’s reasoning is simple: “Rather 
than give people gifts that they don’t 
need and don’t want, I think it’s more 
beneficial to honor my friends in a 
meaningful way.” 

— Lisa Scheller
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Send a card
To announce your gift of any amount, 
you may choose one of KU Endowment’s 
free Jayhawk cards. Contact us at 
cards@kuendowment.org.

Let us know:
• the purpose of your gift
• the amount of your gift
• whether you would like us to send
   the card directly to your honoree
   or to you for personal presentation
• your personal message (if we are
   sending the card to your honoree).

Donors may choose between cards 
featuring: 1) an illustration of a Jayhawk
carved into KU’s Twente Hall, with 
the inside of the card left blank; or 
2) perching Jayhawks from the 1925 
Jayhawker yearbook, with the greeting, 
Happy Birthjay!

The perfect gift

IL
LU

ST
R

A
T

IO
N

S 
BY

 C
A

T
H

Y 
LE

D
EK

ER

From our perch to yours …




