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Spring 2008 events
Photos 1-3 capture the fun at a March 14 
reception hosted by KU Endowment at
the Hilton President Hotel, Kansas 
City, Mo. KU played in the Big 12 
tournament at the Sprint Center that 
evening. See more photos of the event at 
kuendowment.org/photogallery/.
 
1  KU fans and friends Mike Beatty, left, 

Salina, and Bill Walsh, Wichita, weren’t 
afraid to show their spirit; the Jayhawk 
tattoos on their ankles are permanent.

2  Nancy Dykes, left, Leawood, wife of 
former KU Chancellor Archie Dykes, visited 
with Linda Stewart, Lawrence.

3  KU Endowment trustee Deanell Tacha, 
center, greets fellow trustee Chuck Heath 
and his wife, Kathy. All are from Lawrence.

4  Outgoing Advancement Board chair 
Drue Jennings greeted new chair Cheryl 
Jernigan at the board’s Jan. 9 holiday party 
at the American Restaurant in Kansas 
City, Mo. The Advancement Board, a 
group of business and civic leaders, works 
to develop philanthropic, community and 
political support for the University of 
Kansas Hospital and the KU schools of 
medicine, nursing and allied health.

5  On Feb. 9, KU officially opened its 
International House, which will serve as a 
home to visiting international scholars. A 
gift from Jann and Tom Rudkin, Los Gatos, 
Calif., provided for renovation of the 
structure, a historic Mount Oread home. 
KU Endowment acquired the home in 
2001 from the family of Frank Pinet, a KU 
business professor.
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default margins were set to be narrower and if we used 
duplexing printers. Studies show that universities can save 
thousands of dollars this way.

Third, we have about 30 faculty and staff “ambassadors” 
across campus. They’re developing a self-evaluation 

to help departments look at current practices 
and set goals for energy conservation and 
waste reduction.

How can donors help?
Gifts of every size can help. With $200 to $400, 

we can provide travel funds or materials for 
classes working on a service project. A 

gift of $1,000 can support professional 
development for ambassadors or 
interdisciplinary teaching teams. A 
larger gift can help fund the beautiful 
rain garden of native plants that 
students have designed for the KU 
Student Recreation Fitness Center. 
And, of course, our dream is to have 
an endowment that supports the 
center and sustainability projects for 

the long term.
— Kirsten Bosnak

Support the CENTER
Give online at kuendowment.org/
greaterku/ and specify that your 

gift is for the center. Or contact Dale Slusser 
at 785-832-7458 or dslusser@kuendowment.
org. Find out more about sustainability at 
KU at www.sustainability.ku.edu.

I AM KU

Jeff Severin
Director, KU Center for Sustainability

Sustainability is generally defined as “meeting the needs 
of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their 
own needs.” KU’s Center for 
Sustainability, founded in 2007 
through a student initiative, 
is devoted to promoting a 
culture of sustainability — 
environmental, financial and 
otherwise — at KU.

How did you get
interested in sustainability?
Where I grew up, a creek ran through the 
backyard. Learning about what happened 
up- and downstream was my connection 
with nature. As an undergraduate, and 
after graduation, I worked with K-12 
students across the state through Kansas 
Streamlink, a water education program of 
the Kaw Valley Heritage Alliance. In a sense, 
it recreated my childhood experiences.

How is the center currently supported?
It’s one of the programs funded with revenues from 
KU’s Tuition Enhancement Program, which was 
initiated in 2002. We have used KU Endowment 
funds for small projects, and we also were thrilled 
to use the privately funded Dole Institute of Politics 
building for “Focus the Nation” in January. More 
than 300 students, faculty, staff and community 
members came to talk about solutions for global 
climate change with local, state and national leaders.

What are some of your current projects?
I’ll talk about three. First, one of my two student 
staff members is exploring effective ways to compost 
on campus. She’s researching a small “composting 
machine” that could compost vegetable waste and 
leftovers from the scholarship halls.

The other student is looking into something very 
simple: how much paper we could save at KU if computer 

Four easy energy-saving
steps to take now
1 Turn off overhead lights; rely on daylight 
2 Change to compact fluorescent bulbs
3 Turn off computers and printers at night
4 Plug electronics and chargers into a
   power strip; switch off when not in use
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