
Exchanges
by continent
Europe		  60
Asia		  51
Australia	8
North America	 5
South America	 5
Africa		  1

TOTAL	 130

New exchanges
in 2008
People’s Republic of China

Peking University, Beijing
School of Business Sun Yat-Sen,
  Guangzhou
University of International Business
  and Economics, Beijing

Denmark
University of Copenhagen

England
University of Leeds

Ireland
Dublin City University

Japan
Meiji University, Tokyo

Korea
Kookmin University, Seoul
Seoul University

Netherlands
University of Radboud, Nijmegen

Poland
The Technical University of Lodz

Russia
The Far Eastern National University,
  Vladivostok

Venezuela
University of Zulia

Small world

greater ku fund
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KU students and faculty
make friends everywhere

It’s 7,000 miles from Lawrence to 
China’s Northwest University in Xi’an. 
But Northwest is a second home to John 
Kennedy, a KU assistant political science 
professor. An expert in Chinese politics 
and rural China, he’s worked for 14 
years to develop research programs with 
colleagues at Northwest and in the rural 
Shaanxi Province.

Northwest is one of 130 universities 
worldwide that hold formal exchanges 
and agreements with KU. The exchanges 
date back to 1949, when KU began a 
partnership with Zürich’s Eidgenössische 
Technische Hochschule. Many exchanges 
are general academic partnerships. 
Others were created for specific fields 
such as architecture, social welfare or 
health care.

The Greater KU Fund gives key 
support for the exchanges, with $110,000 
set aside for the 2008-09 academic year. 
Of that, $60,000 is earmarked 
for developing programs 
in China, India 
and Korea. As 
the world’s 
economy 

shifts toward Asia, KU has stepped up 
efforts to link with more universities 
there. Most recently, administrators 
shook hands with Peking University  
in Beijing, which expressed interest  
in KU’s drug discovery and delivery 
programs. Several Indian universities 
have expressed interest in partnering 
with KU in pharmacy, medicine and 
cancer research.

In Xi’an, future KU and Chinese 
students will work together, researching 
land management, environmental 
protection and the development of 
small rural industries. Kennedy said 
the program in Xi’an isn’t a study 
abroad program to learn languages: “I 
tell my students to think of this as an 
opportunity to actually gain access to 
a culture and country that they never 
would have had if it weren’t for KU.”

— Lisa Scheller

GREATER KU FUND
Through your gift of $1,000 
or more to the Greater KU 

Fund, you will be recognized 
as a member of the 

Chancellors Club. 
Give online at 

kuendowment.
org/greaterku/.

I AM KU

Sophomore in pre-business

Mata, a first-generation college student from Kansas City, 
Kan., chose KU because it was away from home yet close 
enough that he could see his family often. Once he arrived, 
opportunities came quickly. As a freshman, he won Bizfest, 
a national competition, for his business plan for a bilingual 
tanning salon. He also was selected for the Multicultural 
Business Scholars Program, a mentoring program 
supported through KU Endowment.

What experiences led you to KU? 
Where I grew up, everybody knew everybody. I had friends 
throughout the neighborhood. They said, “You’re going to be 
the one who will go to college.” My parents encouraged me to 
go to college. They wanted me and my three little brothers 
to have a better start in life than they did. My brothers look 
up to me. They ask me what my classes are like and what 
they need to do to succeed in college. I tell them it’s all about 
managing your time. If you get everything done, then you 
can watch TV.

What was your first impression of KU?
I came here on a school day to talk to a financial adviser. 
Jayhawk Boulevard was busy, like a city, and I liked that. 
There’s a great atmosphere here — everyone is into every-
thing. Sports turned out to be terrific too, with a basketball 
championship and an Orange Bowl victory. You couldn’t ask 
for a better first year at college as far as that goes. 

Tell us about winning Bizfest.
Bizfest is the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
Foundation’s workshop and competition for 17- to 25-year-
olds. At regionals, I didn’t have any idea what type of business 
to write a plan for. At the end of the day I had a blank sheet 
of paper. Finally, the instructor opened the yellow pages 
and the first thing we saw was an ad for a tanning salon. I 
started writing my plan at midnight and presented it the next 
morning. I think it helped that I knew nothing about tanning 
parlors, so I had to do my research. Consequently, I was 
able to answer all the judges’ questions.

Julio Mata Jr.

How does KU’s Multicultural
Business Scholars Program help you?
It helps me in so many ways. I meet several times a month 
with Bob Augelli, our faculty advisor. He has the syllabi 
from my classes, and he knows what I have to do to get good 
grades. He’ll say, “How did this test go? What could you do 
to have done better?” It’s a matter of helping me do my best. 
He’s also interested in my life outside of school. As a group, 
we participate in monthly meetings with business executives 
who talk about professional opportunities and internships, and 
we attend cultural events. The program’s scholarship support 
also helps me financially.

What are your secrets for success? 
You have to listen. It’s one thing to be able to do things and 
tell people how to do things, but it’s another to be able to 
listen and learn from others how to do things. Listen to their 
criticism, take someone’s advice openly because it might 
come together later on. Open up and learn every day.

— Lisa Scheller

WHERE TO GIVE
Give online to the 
Multicultural 

Business Scholars Program 
at kuendowment.org/
msp/. Specify that your gift 
is for the program.
Or contact Kacy Schmidt 
at 785-832-7421 
or kschmidt@
kuendowment.org.
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